Forty eight authors report progress in combined modality treatment as applied in several cooperating centres in the United States. Each chapter has a comprehensive and up-to-date reference list. This is a well illustrated and clearly laid out book both for those working in the field and for clinicians with occasional involvement. Problem areas of treatment and follow up are identified realistically. Although this handbook was written primarily for the American reader, it contains a great deal which is of interest to those involved in the acute management of overdose cases in this country, in particular, the staff in accident and emergency departments. The first part is devoted to the general principles of poisoning and its management which, on the whole, are similar to those practised in this country. Few would accept, however, that apomorphine is an appropriate emetic to use and the conclusion that 'gastric lavage is neither beneficial nor harmful' in poisoning by volatile hydrocarbons would not find widespread agreement. However, the book contains excellent features, including a detailed description of the use of charcoal suspensions and naloxone hydrochloride (probably not used enough in this country).
M RUTH SANDLAND

Consultant Radiotherapist St Bartholomew's Hospital
The second part of the handbook is devoted to case histories with a problem-orientated approach which makes excellent additional reading. The handbook does not pretend to be a systematic textbook of poisoning but the case studies include some rarer forms of poisoning, in particular the chapters on arsenic, amphetamine and methanol intoxication. It is of interest that paracetamol is not listed amongst the commoner causes of overdose in America (where it is called acetaminophen). It is surprising, therefore, that the book contains a list ofnumerous preparations which are, in fact, paracetamol and also a list of no less than 197 paracetamol-containing tablets available in the United States. A few careless printing errors are regrettable; for example, on page 9 the Medication/Antidote List has been reversed. However, this handbook is well thought out and the problem-orientated case studies are well worth careful reading. It would be a useful addition to the libraries of accident and emergency departments in this country.
M S CHRISTIAN
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Wexham Park Hospital This book includes useful sections on clinical, epidemiological and control aspects of gonorrhoea. In the main it deals with the biology of the gonococcus. An estimation of over 70 million cases worldwide suggests that it is a numerically important disease. Most of the authors are prominent in their field and it is unnecessary to single out any chapter for special mention as they are invariably well presented and up to date. The recent remarkable increase of gonorrhoea in young women is documented and the factors for this trend are discussed. Although homosexual men are responsible for a fair proportion of gonorrhoea and there is some evidence that their number is going up, they are not thought to contribute significantly to the general increase of the infection. Statistics seem to show that the VD clinics treat more cases than all other facilities put together and that under-representation of cases may not be such an important factor where good and sufficient VD clinics exist. It is generally agreed, however, that patients with repeated gonorrhoea contribute greatly to the incidence of the infection.
One criticism that can be levelled against some of the authors is that they omit to mention original work at times and refer instead to subsequent works or reviews. The curious fact that the emergence of penicillin resistant gonococcal strains has not led to its spread is noteworthy but is not explained. Amongst control measures not discussed would be the importance of setting up an internationally agreed contact tracing mechanism spanning countries and continents which is important in view of the great mobility ofpeople. This book is especially useful for those interested in research into this most versatile and unpredictable organism. The absence of a really practical animal model and the lack of a rapid and sensitive screening method for gonococcal infection in women and in oligosymptomatic males are mentioned as some of the outstanding problems to be solved. 
